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CONSERVE WATER...AND KILL A MOSQUITO'

Life is just full of unex-
pected rewards when you do the
right thing. Some good, old fash-
ioned common sense, for example,
has helped us to “connect the dots”
and offer help in solving two sea-
sonal problems in one step. Want
to know how? Read on...

During the summer, at least
50 percent of the water we use for
irrigating lawns and landscaped
areas is wasted. Some of it sim-
ply evaporates when sprinklers
are on in the heat of the day.
Some of it is lost when ‘over-
sprayed’ into the street or runs
down driveways into storm
sewers —which is particularly
inefficient because grass
doesn’t grow on concrete.

But most of this wasted
water is the result of
overwatering...too much
water, too often, by too many
residents.

Water rates will continue to
increase, so this is a great time to
analyze your own water use for
lawn and garden, and to imple-
ment changes that allow you to
use this precious natural resource

more efficiently. If you have an ir-
rigation system that has not been
thoroughly checked for leaks and
operating schedules within the last
six months, contact a licensed irri-
gator for a system evaluation, ad-
justment, and any necessary re-
pairs. Obtain and install a rain sen-
sor or technology-based controller
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to keep your system from operat-
ing in the rain or just after one.
There are a number of
“penalties” for watering too much,
such as “training” your grass to

grow shallow roots which demand
more water and suffer sooner in
periods without watering or rain,
and paying much more for wa-
ter used for your lawn and gar-
dens than you need to. In ad-
dition, excess water tends to
pool or puddle in low-lying
areas and in yard items like
plant saucers, pet bowls and
birdbaths which provide ex-
cellent homes in which mos-
quitoes will happily breed
and thrive! Not only are you
paying too much and wasting
water, but these annoying, biting
pests attack you every time you
venture into your yard. Want re-
lief? Conserve water and destroy
the mosquito’s habitat! Claim your
bite-free reward for doing the right
thing! &

Egas




